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FOR NEA DRAPER FROM SUDDARTH 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, JO, US 

SUBJECT: EFFORTS TO SECURE ADDITIONAL WHEAT FOR JORDAN IN 
CY 1978 

REF: STATE 21 1468 

1 . 1 CONVEYED YOUR NON-FYI POINTS IN REFTEL TO GOJ MINISTER 
OF SUPPLY MARWAN QASIM ON AUGUST 22, INCLUDING OUR JUDGMENT 
THAT IT WOULD BE SAFER TO OBTAIN HIS DECEMBER WHEAT NEEDS 
THROUGH CHANNELS OTHER THAN PL-480. I MENTIONED THAT FY79 
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE BILL NOT YET PASSED, BUT THAT YOU HAD 
NEVERTHELESS LOOKED PERSONALLY INTO MATTER OF DELIVERY AND 
DONE EVERYTHING YOU COULD, BUT THAT EVEN MID- JANUARY 
DELIVERY WOULD BE LIGHTNING-FAST. 

2. QASIM TOOK THE NEWS IN GOOD PART AND SAID HE WILL NOW 
PROCEED TO ORDER 25,000 M.T.S. OF WHEAT THROUGH COMMERCIAL 
CHANNELS IN ORDER TO FULFILL JORDANIAN REQUIREMENTS FOR 
LATE NOVEMBER. QASIM ADDED THAT HE HAD INVESTIGATED CCC 
TERMS ALONG WITH CENTRAL BANK AND CONCLUDED THAT IT IS 
PREFERABLE FOR GOJ TO ARRANGE FINANCING THROUGH LOCAL 
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